Two 1930s Auburn Cords sit in the parking lot of McBride’s Wreckage in Grantsville Sunday evening.
The pair, one of which is factory original and the other restored in the 1940s, was purchased by a
collector and were picked up Monday morning to be hauled to Oregon for complete restoration.
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Two rare Cord roadsters leave Grantsville for owner in Oregon

Two 1930s Auburn Cords owned by Dennis McBride were hauled away to their new home a
being purchased by a collector. The cars will be restored in Oregon, make a tour of car shows
around the country and then be displayed in a museum.
The Auburn Automobile Company manufactured the innovative vehicles from 1929 to 1932 and
from 1936 and 1937 before the model’s production in 1938 was shut down amid allegations of
financial misconduct on the part of management.
About 3,000 Cords were made, and an estimated two-thirds of them are believed to still be in
existence. Notable Cord owners include Amelia Earhart, whose photo taken in front of her new
yellow Cord is among the most recognizable pictures of the pilot.
McBride’s father, Aaron McBride, worked at a Cord factory. He purchased a brand-new green 1936
Cord from the factory when production stopped, McBride said, and drove from Florida to
Grantsville where he married and settled down.
McBride said when he was born, his father rushed his mother to the hospital in Salt Lake City, and
brought home their newborn in that same car.
The green Cord has been kept in original condition. Even a
century, its body stayed sound and its chrome remained bright. McBride said some collectors have
said it is the best original Cords in existence.
The other Cord, a supercharged yellow convertible, was bought by Aaron McBride in the 1940s. The
car had been in a fire, and the elder McBride restored it back to pristine condition, even though it
was less than a decade old at the time.
Both cars had been in storage at McBride’s wreckage in Grantsville until he sold them last month.

